
Church, 
It seems every week is bringing change and disruption to our 
lives. Who knew just a couple of months ago that our coun-
try would be rocked by cries of injustice, riots, statues of 
historical figures being pulled down, the Covid 19 virus in 
another surge of infections, political polarization occurring 
over wearing face masks—or not! It seems this great coun-
try is being shaken at its very roots. 

As a local pastor, my concern is for the souls in our commu-
nity. And guess what? As a church we have been incredibly 
blessed in the last year. And I know you are thinking 
“What!? Where’s this guy been the last 6 months?” Well, I 
have been right here, with you, navigating the pandemic and 
all that it has wrought in our lives. I, too, have had deep 
concerns for the health and welfare of you, my family, and 
those in our community and the world. And yet I see how 
much God has blessed us—I praise him in the storm! 

We made a wise decision to sell the parsonage. It was a 
source of some income but we had an opportunity to sell at 
a fair price with the blessings of the UMC district. We com-
mitted the proceeds to making our church better: more 
accessible, safer, more secure and more inviting. And all 
that is happening right now. 

We were blessed by the Federal Government’s  payroll pro-
tection program of over $22,000 and have been able to con-
tinue paying our staff on a regular basis. We were addition-
ally able to qualify for a $10,000 SBA loan. All of the im-
provements we are making will be paid from funds reserved 
from the parsonage sale. The new sign will be covered by 
the memorial fund, donations made by you and other fami-
lies in memory of a loved one. 

 Our food pantry is sustained by donations of food you bring 
in but especially by the fact we are an agency for Second 
Harvest Food Bank and most of the food we have received 
from Second Harvest has been at no cost. Consequently we 
have a build up in our outreach fund of many of the cash 
donations we have been receiving and our pantry is sustaina-
ble for several months. According to our Discipline, these 
funds must be used for outreach. Of course, with all of this 
activity we still need to support the everyday mission of the 
church. Unfortunately, our weekly giving is very low, less 
than half of what it should be, and this is what keeps us go-
ing everyday. Of course we have not been worshipping in 
the sanctuary for 3 months and that is how many of you sup-
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port what we do as a church. This month our payroll protection 
funding will run out and based on our regular giving we will not 
be sustainable in a couple of months. Giving always gets lower 
in the summer but now because of the pandemic, we are faced 
with not having Summer Fest and other fundraising activities 
that contribute to our operational expenses.  
Earlier this year we had a conversation with another local 
church about possibly merging. The key reason was sustainabil-
ity of our mission in our community and it would be wise, for 
the sake of the community we serve to develop a strong base for 
church in the community, to join together. They chose not to 
pursue the merger and I know many of you were against it. I 
think what we have seen since then is a revival of the Spirit at 
Brookfield UMC. After we were confronted with the realities 
of our situation we became much more attentive as to why we 
are here in the first place: serving Christ and witnessing to our 
faith the best way we can. We want to keep the church here. 
But that requires the financial support of the congregation. 
There are many reasons “why I can’t” but I and many of you 
continue to be committed to being a real body of Christ in 
Brookfield. With all the hoopla going on in the world, we know 
we are doing what is good and right by being Christians and 
being a church. And we receive an amazing promise if we keep 
the faith. Anne and I are increasing our tithe and we give regu-
larly. If we could all do those two things we wouldn’t even be 
talking about this. I encourage you to pray about our situation 
and to do what is on your heart. I have other topics I would 
rather be writing about and don’t feel  I should address giving as 
much as I do. So this will be the last time. I suggest that when 
you donate mark all your giving to the general fund or don’t 
mark it at all. That way monies can be applied to where it is 
needed the most. And your representatives to the board and 
finance do a wonderful job of allocating and tracking our funds. 
July first is my 10 year anniversary of being a local pastor and 6 
years of serving the church in Brookfield. I say without any hesi-
tation that I love each and every one of you and am honored to 
be able to serve here. And I thank you for all the support I have 
received in ministry. Together we will get through the current 
crisis and be the best church we can be, now and in the future. 
It is about serving the One who loves each of us unconditionally 
and seeks us always. The One who will welcome us in eternity.  

Praising God in the storm,  
Pastor Dick smith 



As of July 1 the following are sched-
uled worship times: 

Worship in the church:  10:00 am (safe 
seating  and masks are worn ) . 

Worship on Face Book Live: will con-
tinue through August 1 at 7:00 pm Satur-
days.  This will continue as long as there is 
good interest. 

Wednesday Evening Prayer: will con-
tinue at 7:00 pm for the foreseeable future.  

 Office hours are Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 9:00 AM  to 2:00 pm  

Food Pantry hours are 9:00 am to noon 
Monday, Wednesday.   

Bible Study is every other Thursday at 
7:00 PM on Zoom. We see this changing to 
in-person  meetings later in July.  

Communion is served in worship July 5th. 

CALENDAR-PLEASE NOTE CHANGES ! 

We are continuing our 
Face Book worship and 
prayer time for the 
foreseeable future. We 
have made new friends 
and welcomed back 
old ones and see this as 
an ongoing part of our 
ministry. 

Open your browser  (i.e. Google) on your smart phone or 
computer and log in to your face Book page. Type the full 
church name in the white search bar at the top of the page 
and click it. More than one Brookfield church will come up 
so make sure you click on ours. Click on “posts”  at about the 
time worship starts and you will see the live post. 
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Worship on Face Book has 
changed to Saturday eve-
nings at 7:00 pm and 
Wednesday evening’s pray-
er time (7:00 pm) is on Face 
Book.  

Paul Bulick is back 
from the Cleveland 
Clinic and is starting 
therapies. Please keep 
the Bulicks in prayer as 
well as Jim and Virginia 

Unfortunately, Sum-
mer Fest and other 
activities for large 
groups of people have 
been cancelled or 
postponed. We have a 
committee that is con-
sidering events we 
may have when gath-
ering restrictions are 
altered. 

Upcoming Meetings: 

Finance July 13th 7:00 pm (Zoom) 

Church Council July 27 at 7:00 pm 

 

Yoga classes are meeting at  

6:00 pm Wednesdays 

Youth Ministry is meeting  



 

Youth Director Andrea Kreutzer - Baptiste is trying to schedule the youth for fun activities and 
meetings in complicated times. Hikes in various parks during the day are fun and a healthy way to 
meet. Meetings are also being scheduled at the church or on the Green. 
Last month the youth created a rock garden on Grove St.—feel free to bring a decorated rock or to 
take one home. Rocks are decorated with Scripture and whatever the youth felt was on their hearts. 

Youth Calendar 

BYM for July: 

Wise Walk Wednesdays  

1:30-3:00 pm 

Each week we visit a new park 
to explore nature, exercise 
and socialize with a Bible 
verse. 

Sunday Youth Meeting:  

5:30-7:30 pm 

“All In” love with God series 



BIRTHDAY’S 

1st  Amy Rogers, Kaila Mohney 

       &  Tara Roberts 

2nd Christy Johnson 

3rd  Tim Mohney 

4th  Katie Rogers-Vadala & 

       Lynne Bowser 

7th  Bentley Sadler 

8th  Emily Sydlowski  

10th Colleen Kinsey & Don Rogers 

11th  Patty Inskeep 

12th  Matthew Kleese 

15th Amanda Hanahan 

16th Mary Ann Toth 

17th Debbie Blanchett  

18th Fred Sydlowski & Jim Burdette 

19th  Amy Stone & Patty Hane 

20th  Ace Lilac 

27th  Naomi Manion 

30th  Carrie Vadala 

ANNIVERSANIES 

1st 

Beth & Jim Dailey 

7th 

Mary Kay & Dennis Morain 

12th  

Florence & Jeff Bonder 

13th 

Becky & Jim Hoffman 

17th 

Sylvia & Dave Addicott 

26th  

Jolene & Keith Jones 

Don Rogers would like to 
thank  everyone  for cards 
while he was  recovering from 
his  accident. 

Dear Church family,  Again I want to thank you for your prayers, 
cards, food and flowers that you sent while I was recovering.  It is 
SO good to be back.  Always, Paula 

Keeping in Prayer: 

Virginia Blair is recovering from back surgery. Paul Bulick is on the mend from a recent  stroke. Jim Ober-
miyer is quarantined  at home with Elaine. 

And: Nancy King, Amy Stone, Tim Sydlowski, Lois Burnett, Herm & Sally Reigelman, Denny French, Tami 
Anerino and all the families (over 100) that have come to our food pantry.  

If you are planting a vege-
table garden this summer, 

please keep the food  

pantry in mind.  

Our clients love fresh  

vegetables! 



New sign coming in July! 
The sanctuary is marked for safe distancing during worship. Every oth-
er pew is closed and the alternating pews are open for one side only. 

The remodeled restrooms are beautiful and 
wheelchair accessible. The narthex doors are replaced  with new wheel-

chair accessible glass doors. To be admitted to the 
church you must ring the new door bell button and 
Paula will ask who it is. You will press the voice 
button and identify yourself. The door will be un-
locked remotely from the secretaries desk 

We have added another security camera by the 
Grove St. entrance due to the increased activity at 
our food pantry 



 

“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, 
you did for me’” Matthew 25:40 

6951 Grove St., PO Box 22, Brookfield OH 44403     Phone: (330) 448-1001 

E-mail: bumcsec@neohio.twcbc.com 

Web Site: www.mybrookfieldchurch.com  

Face Book pages: “Brookfield United Methodist Church” 

and “Brookfield Youth Ministry” 

Pastor: Dick Smith bmcpastor@neohio.twcbc.com  

Secretaries: Paula Kirila and Amy Rogers/ Youth Director: Andrea Kreutzer-Baptiste 

Food Pantry  

Our Pantry is constantly needing donations. We are able to purchase many of the food items we need from Sec-
ond Harvest Food Bank. We ask folks to donate items we are not able to purchase at Second Harvest: 

We would like to thank all of those that have volunteered to work in the food pantry : 

We have had many, many donors and we thank all of you as well. None of this happens without ALL the people! 

People stocked shelves, organized, moved shelves, greeted and signed up guests, drove trucks to pick up orders, 
carried orders to guests cars and were gracious and caring.  

As of this writing we are considering limiting our hours and days in the future. We have vary frequent hours com-
pared to other pantries in the area and we often find periods of time with no pick ups being done.  

Pantry needs as of July 1:  peanut butter, jelly, pancake mix, pancake syrup, potatoes– 
box, bags or cans, canned vegetables (potatoes, corn, peas, carrots) baked beans, 
chicken noodle soup, canned tuna/chicken, kids snacks, canned fruit. Thank you! 


