
Brookfield United Methodist Church
August 2021

As I write this we are entering the last week of a fast moving July and I am reminded of
how quickly time passes for us. Young people who were, just a short time ago, learning how to
drive or working their first job are now graduating from high school. The deck needs another coat
of paint. An oil change is due. But didn’t I just see the urologist? No? Your son needs new shoes
again. I got paid last week? What happened to it?

The truth is time does not go any faster – it is bound by the natural laws of physics to
proceed at a specific pace. The earth does not spin any faster when time flies for us. I think our
issue here is not our clocks spinning faster but our schedules being full. Full of things needing our
attention: kids, spouses, jobs, school, social commitments, civic responsibilities, volunteering,
errands, dealing with our stuff. I’m sure you can add something to this list! Our lives are full of
“time sponges” that soak up our efforts, energy and peace.

I am not really one to offer any lectures on managing time for a fuller life because I suffer
from time loss as well. My recent school completion and “retirement” had seemed, at one point,
so far off into the future I was never really prepared mentally for them to happen. Eleven years in
episcopal appointed ministry – when did that happen?

Like many of you I get caught up in the busy-ness of life and start missing the
“mile-markers” that help remind us of where we are in our journeys. I think we do need to slow
down and take stock of what we are accomplishing and what our priorities are. If our schedules
are over-burdened we are likely missing opportunities to evaluate and restrict our busy-ness to
more important aspects of our lives. To create some open space that allows us to relax and
perhaps slow down time a little. Or to add some new thing that helps us add some “fullness” to
our lives. Or perhaps give a little more space to an “old thing” that was pushed aside by your
busy-ness and just may have more in it for you than you thought.

We know that God continues to call his church to represent him. I don’t know that there has
been a more important time for his presence to be known in our community. Brookfield/Masury is
in need of a church that can help others find new life with him. A new life that has purpose and
gives us those things that are important to each one of us: love and peace. As followers of Christ,
we can help our community experience God’s love and peace. We have been sent and he has
equipped us for the journey ahead. We are all blessed with spiritual gifts and abilities for serving
in the church. And we have each other! Our preparedness and desire are affirmed by our
presence – when we show up.

As stated in The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, “All Christians are
called through their baptism to this ministry of servanthood in the world to the glory of God and for
human fulfillment.”

In His Name, Pastor Dick



Rummage Sale!

Friday, August 6th

8am-3:30pm

Saturday, August 7th

8am-1pm

Chinese auction baskets!
Refreshments available!

“Drop-Off Hours”
Monday 08/02

9am-2pm
Tuesday 08/03

6pm-8pm
Wednesday 08/04

9am-2pm
Thursday 08/05

9am-2pm and 6pm-8pm

Funday Sunday
on the Green!

Sunday, August 15th

10:00 am
Worship service at

the gazebo

11:30am
Blessing of the Pets

Chalk on the Walk (all ages)
Community Walk around the

township green

Lunch will be available for sale!
The menu includes:

*Hot Dogs*
*Sloppy Joes*

*Chips*
*Cookies*

*Pop

The first day of classes
for the preschool is Tuesday, 09/07.
A few openings are still available for this
school year.  Call Brandy Berena at
330.448.2443 for more information and to
register!



Church,

As you know, our preschool is an exceptionally well run
facility that has brought early learning in a Christian
environment to many, many young ones over the last 50
years (we are celebrating our 50th anniversary this year).
While our director, Brandy Berena, has made the
preschool largely self-sufficient, we are faced with some
educational furniture improvements we should make. The
favorite and most used activity furniture is the play
kitchens. They have been extremely durable and are well used. It is time to replace them with
new items. We are initiating a donation program to help Brandy off-set a large portion of the
cost for new furniture. We would like you to mark your giving envelope

or check memo line with “preschool furniture” and
the amount you designate will be added to a fund
we will allocate to Brandy to help her buy the
furniture. Brandy has additional pieces she needs
but will bring them in gradually as she accumulates
funds for them. Anything you give additionally to
help provide these items will be greatly
appreciated.

Thank you, Pastor Dick

The church is collecting school supplies for students in the
elementary school (grades K-4).  Specific school supply lists are

available on the district website at www.brookfield.k12.oh.us.
A general list of needed items is listed below.

Brand name items are preferred.

Please have your donations to the church no later than
August 15th.  Donated items will be available for students

during the district open house on August 19th.

http://www.brookfield.k12.oh.us


Crayola crayons - 24 pack Wide-ruled spiral notebooks
Crayola washable markers - broad or fine tip, 10 pack Colored pencils
Ticonderoga #2 yellow pencils Play-Doh - 4 pack
Erasers - large and pencil top Fiskars kids scissors
Dry erase markers - 4 pack
Elmer’s glue sticks - small, large, or purple
Soft or plastic pencil cases

BUMC Music Director
(Part-Time)

● This position is part-time and salaried.  Hours will average 10-12 per week.
● The applicant will have musical instrument ability and experience in performing.
● The position duties will require the applicant to perform, accompany, and lead others in

worship music with a blend of traditional and contemporary music.
● The Music Director will also organize church members, community persons, and other

outside resources as needed to provide music for worship services.
● The hiring process will include an interview and audition for

applicants.
● Salary commensurate with experience.

Contact the church office for more information at 330.448.1001.



Food Pantry Update:
I love doing this outreach!  I love helping and blessing others in
need.  Thank you to all the donations and helping volunteers!

Our next food giveaway day is Saturday August 14.
This week we are in need of the following items to restock the pantry::

● Tuna
● Peanut butter
● Oatmeal
● Ramen noodles
● Canned pasta
● Juice boxes
● Canned veggies - corn, peas, carrots, green beans
● Canned fruit
● Rice sides
● Kid snacks - chips, mini cookies, popcorn, pop tarts
● Bread (or taco shells or buns )

Youth Group Schedule and Events:
● August 1st -  no meeting
● August 6th and 7th - help at rummage sale
● August 10th - Wise Walk Wednesday at Mecca
● August 20th - Friday night camp�ire
● August 29th - meeting from 5:30-7:00 and “capture the flag”

Wondering what a “Wise Walk” is?  We are getting students into the beauty
of God’s work … walking, talking, enjoying nature, learning His word, and
growing with His love and wisdom!  ALL are welcome to join us!  Please
contact me for more information!



Happy Birthday to You!! Happy Anniversary!!

8th - Tom Drummond & Jessica Bowers 8th - Debbie & David Blanchett
11th - Jared Parke 8th - Sharon & Tom Nicholson
14th - EJ Lilak & Elizabeth McMullin 20th - Elaine & Jim Obermiyer
15th - Pastor Dick 27th - Naomi & Bob Manion
16th - Paula Kirila
17th - Jonathan Merrow
19th - Lynn Bowers & Richelle Merrow
21st - Tom Zarembe, Sr.
24th - Denny French, Mike Jones, & Preston Pascale
25th - Mitch Sydlowski
26th - James Daugherty & Debra Bika
27th - Richard Merrow & Walter Sinkuc
28th - Bob Finzel
29th - Aliyah Kleese
30th - Jim Obermiyer
31st - Elizabeth Leyshon

Pastor Dick recently completed his
“Course of Study” degree!  He has worked long
and hard to ful�� this ministry requirement!

Con���t��a���n� Pa�t�� D��k!
Yo�r ���il�, f�i��d�, an� ��n���ga����

ar� �� �er� �r��� o� y��� a�c���l���me��!!



Date Time Event

08/01 10am Worship service

08/02 9am-2pm Rummage sale “drop-off”

08/03 6pm-8pm Rummage sale “drop-off”

08/04 9am-2pm Rummage sale “drop off”

08/04 7pm Facebook prayer service

08/05 9am-2pm
6pm-8pm

Rummage sale “drop off”

08/06 8am-3:30pm Rummage Sale & Chinese Auction

08/07 8am-1pm Rummage Sale & Chinese Auction

08/08 10am Worship service

08/09 7pm Finance Committee meeting

08/11 7pm Facebook prayer service

08/14 10am Food pantry distribution

08/15 10am Worship at the gazebo & Summer Fun Day
on the township green

08/18 7pm Facebook prayer service

08/22 10am Worship service

08/25 7pm Facebook prayer service

08/28 10am Food pantry distribution

08/30 7pm Church Council meeting

Have news or events to add to the monthly Lamplighter? Email your
information to Melissa Sydlowski at LamplighterBUMC@gmail.com.
You can also call or text her at 330.240.6300 with information.  This number
and email are “out of  service” for complaints, however! ;-p  Thank you!!

mailto:LamplighterBUMC@gmail.com
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