
I can tell you that I see 
him at work every day—
I have learned to see him 
at work. I watch folks 
bringing in food and 
household items for the 
pantries. I see people 
collecting ponchos and 
gloves for our local 
health care facilities. Do-
nations and cards of sup-
port from folks that 
don’t attend the church. 
Calling and visiting those 
who cannot get out or 
come to church. Mop-
ping the floors when 
there is a back up, work-
ing at a fundraiser. You 
all are making it about 
God—and he is always 
making it about us. No 
matter what. 

Love you all! 

Pastor Dick 

We are officially staying 
in through April. And, 
actually, we know it may 
be longer. I know it is 
disappointing for our 
youth and kids—no 
spring sports, no classes, 
little social life—and be-
ing home with the par-
ents! But it is important 
that we all get with the 
program—lives are at 
stake. 

I tend to feel God’s pres-
ence during times like 
these. I think the ex-
pected reaction to hard 
times is “where is God?” 
We see what’s happening 
on TV and read the paper 
and it is enough to cause 
even the sturdiest of us to 
wonder what’s happening 
to the world?  

I. like manu of you, am 
old enough to have been 
through a few rough spots 

but I never experienced 
anything like this. We are 
in the process of being a 
part of a significant piece 
of history! 

So we wonder where 
God is in this. As we look 
back through history 
there are many “historical 
events” that threatened 
the lives and livelihoods 
of most people in the 
world. Some pretty hor-
rible things have hap-
pened to humanity. And 
God has been present for 
all of them! 

We do not live in a per-
fect world—the world 
has been, often, a difficult 
place to live in. But God 
tells us he will be with us 
through it all. He is 
working for us and loves 
us. And if we keep faith 
in him, we can expect to 
join him in eternity.  

MARCH 27 UPDATE 

The church office is currently remaining open during our normal office hours: 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. The church food pan-
try will be open the same hours as well. We will publish updates each week. 
Currently no other meetings or gatherings are taking place at the church. If 
you know someone in need of food or can’t get out to get a prescription please 
advise Pastor Dick.   

BROOKFIELD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

MARCH 21, 2020 ISSUE 3 

LAMPLIGHTER—LITE 
(A CONDENSED VERSION OF THE LAMPLIGHTER FOR UPDATES DURING THE COVID-19 CRISIS) 

RECENT CHANGES 

• Worship 

• Scheduled activity 

changes 

• Food pantry update 

• Youth Group 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

CANCELLATIONS 

& CALENDAR 

2 

G IVING 2 

preschool 2 

YOUTH GROUP 2 

SCRIPTURE 2 

PANTRY L IST 3 

Communion 

instructions 

4 



As of April 1 the following activities are tempo-
rarily curtailed until at least May: 

Worship in the church: cancelled until 
group restrictions are lifted. 

Craft &  Vendor Bash: Scheduled for May 
9th  

Concord worship services: Cancelled until 
we are permitted to visit. 

Spring District Conference: postponed 
until late April. 

Preschool:  closed until schools are reopened 

 April 5—10:30 Palm Sunday service on Face     
                  Book 
April 6—Office open and pantry available  
                9:00-12:00 
April 8—Office open and pantry available  
   9:00-12:00  
   7:00 pm - Pastor “Talk” on   
                 Face  Book  
April 9— Office open and pantry available  
   9:00-12:00  
April 12-10:30 Easter Sunday worship on  
                 Face Book 
 

       CANCELLATIONS                CALENDAR 

GIVING 

If you would like to take part 
in the online giving program, 
you would help us maintain a 
steady flow of gifts to support 
our mission in Brookfield 
which has become even more 
important today. 

You may set up onetime or 
regular giving by credit card 

through our web site. A bo-
nus for you is that your giving 
will accrue in your credit 
cards award programs. If you 
have any questions please 
contact pastor Dick. 

Thank you! 
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   PSALM 63: 1-8 

1 O God, you are my God, I seek you, 

    my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, 

    as in a dry and weary land where there is no    

    water. 

2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 

    beholding your power and glory. 

3 Because your steadfast love is better than life, 

    my lips will praise you. 

4 So I will bless you as long as I live; 

    I will lift up my hands and call on your name. 

5 My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, 

    and my mouth praises you with joyful lips 

6 when I think of you on my bed, and meditate on   

   you in the watches of the night; 

7 for you have been my help, 

    and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. 

8 My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds 

me.  

Watch for live videos of Pastor 
Dick on our church Face Book 
page. There will be a live time 
of prayer, Scripture and a ser-
mon this Palm Sunday April 5 

Meetings are being scheduled 
through Zoom on computers or 
smart phones. The youth are 
receiving notices via text and 
email. Regular meetings will be 
scheduled at the church once 

As of now, there is not a scheduled return date. 
Tuition will be prorated and returned to fami-
lies for the dates that school has been canceled. 
This money shall be returned by June 10, 2020. 
If you have any questions or concerns please 
feel free to call the preschool during regular 
office hours. Thank you. 





To prepare for communion at home, you will need to 
have  bread and juice available. If no juice, water is fine. If 
no bread, use cereal, cupcakes or whatever you may have 
available. Use your drinkware for the juice and place your 
bread on a plate.  

There will be a prayer of repentance , a blessing of the ele-
ments and you will be advised to take the bread and eat it 
and then drink the juice. We will close with a short prayer. 

This is a temporary way for us to have communion. Once 
the crisis is over and we are allowed to gather we will not 
share communion in this way.  

As we continue to encourage people to rely on our faith 
in God during these fearful times, many are longing to 
experience the real presence of Christ through Holy 
Communion even while we practice social distancing to 
save lives. During this time of pandemic crisis, when the 
body of Christ gathers virtually, Holy Communion may 
be celebrated remotely in a spiritual and meaningful way 
following the guidelines below. 

During this time of crisis, Holy Communion in our 
homes is the sign of our unity while we are physically 
separated. 

The United Methodist Church’s official teaching* about 
Holy Communion encourages the extension of the com-
munion table to all who are “unwillingly absent” from in
-person worship. That applies to all of us right now and 
likely beyond Holy Week. . If the body of Christ is gath-
ered online, then the body of Christ can temporarily 
commune online for this time . 

After all, we recognize that Holy Communion is a “holy 
mystery.” The Holy Spirit makes this sharing of bread 
and cup sacred, holy, and sacramental, interacting with 
the spirit of the recipients. If the Risen and Ascended 
Christ is cosmically present in all times and places, then 
surely Christ can come to people who desire his real 
presence in time of crisis.  

COMMUNION—FOR OUR FACE BOOK L IVE SERVICE 

“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, 
you did for me’” Matthew 25:40 
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