
Brookfield United Methodist Church 

Lamp Lighter for January 2019 

Church, 

 I hope you all  have had a blessed Christmas and have enjoyed the holiday season, 
Anne and I are very grateful for the gifts and love shown to us when Diane presented us with 
Christmas gifts from the congregation. Thank you! And thank you to all those that gave gifts 
and treats and cards over the holidays. All were much appreciated! We have prayed for those 
whose Christmas has not been so bright. Members, family and friends  have  been ill, unable 
to be out or struggle with loneliness or depression. We pray that the new year brings the 
healing, hope and joy that all deserve. 
 We have been on a journey through Advent with the promise of a new light to shine in 
the darkness. We lit candles of peace, hope, joy and trust and heard the promises of Christ-
mas Eve. Now, as our attention is drawn back to the world we are living in, we may be saying 
“so now what?”.  The world is not fitting the destination we have received in our minds and 
hearts at Christmas. 
 Each year our Christmas celebration is a reminder to us of the joy experienced in learn-
ing that a savior was born to us. Each Christmas we try to emulate the hope and joy inspired 
by God actually entering our world. We create lights and festive decorations, we gather pur-
posefully to be together and share in the spirit of this amazing event. We gather to worship 
God and thank him for the incredible blessing he has brought to us.  
 And then, it’s over. Decorations are taken down and packed away for next year. The 
baskets with the Christmas Eve candles are put in storage. Gifts are returned or re-gifted. We 
enter the darkness and cold of winter (maybe!). It’s back to work, back to school, back to the 
world that still needs a light to shine in the darkness. 
So now what? What do we do?  
 What we know is that God is still at work. Always. He has come among us. Into our 
hearts and lives, and created disciples to spread his word, to do some of the work he needs 
done. We are to be worshipping him, caring for those in need, providing healing and hope. 
Proclaiming his word and witnessing our faith. Being examples of faithful people. It’s what we 
do. 
 Now we keep going, we keep moving on to the destination of God’s reign, of an eterni-
ty in God’s presence. We keep alert, we make seeing God’s presence a real thing. We become 
angels. We probably don’t know when we appear as an angel to someone. We see them 
when they show themselves to us. But in the work of outreach, in the act of giving, in a hug 
given, in teaching a group, when we help a child put on a pair of new gloves, or providing 
groceries to a single mom, I think we often don’t realize how much we are impacting people. 
We don’t seem to see the outward light we are giving. Maybe we are just too busy to look up. 
 We have hope which leads to joy, which culminates in peace. That is ongoing. In other 
words – Christmas is not an end, it is a beginning! Advent is the beginning of our year and 
culminates in Christmas. And Christmas is a beginning that culminates at the cross. The cross 
is a beginning that never ends. The cross brings the promise of eternity that goes on forever.  

So now what? Brace yourselves – we are just getting started. 

In His Name, 

Pastor Dick Smith                                                  (excerpts from December 29 sermon) 



CARE CENTERS CHRISTMAS 2019 

The people of Brookfield United Methodist Church did such an amazing thing providing joy for so 

many people this Christmas.  It’s one thing to have an idea about a project,  but it takes that prover-

bial “village” to make it come true.  In order to provide special treat bags for 180 residents at the 

three Care Centers, Addison, Concord and O’Briens along with gifts for every Concord resident and 

gifts for six families, all of the following happened:  26 people took names and wish lists for the 

Concord residents and 12 more took names and wish lists for the children of the 6 families to pur-

chase the gifts and wrap and return to the church.  People gave cash to buy gift cards for groceries 

and gas for the families.  Many people brought in baby items to go to the mother of 5 year old twins 

who is expecting a third child in February.  Some non-church people heard of this mother’s need for 

household items and donated a number of things. 

Dozens of people, including our youth ministry, took white paper bags to decorate to fill with the 

treats.  The bags were beautiful!  So many different and clever designs for so many talented hands! 

All the children in grades K through 2, colored Christmas cards to go into the treat bags.  The older 

kids even included hand written notes on the back of each card.  Their teachers worked with them 

to make this happen. 

One non-church member volunteered to make decorations from craft foam for every resident.  

There were trees, snowmen, poinsettias, stockings, Santas and mittens. 

19 people took envelopes marked with a snack item and cost per case and then donated the mon-

ey to purchase the snacks. 

Pastor Dick and I went shopping at SAMS club to purchase two shopping carts filled with cases of 

snacks and he hauled them into the church. 

About a dozen people stayed after church to sort and re-tag all the gifts and also set up the assem-

bly line to get the treat bags packed. 

The youth leaders and several of the young men from the group met to pack the treats into the 

bags and tie the them closed with ribbon, then count and sort them for the three centers. 

The week before Christmas, three teams of people delivered the treat bags to the Care Centers. 

Elaine & Jim Obermiyer to Addison and Diane Bulick & Esther Medved to O’Briens.  Pastor Dick & 

Anne, Cindy Finzell and Lynne Bowser delivered the treat bags as well as all the gifts and a 

“bunch” of cookies to Concord and threw a party for the residents where they got their treats and 

gifts. The Sunday before Christmas three more teams took the gifts to deliver to the families.  They 

were Esther Medved, Christy Johnson and son Nic, Bob and Cindy Finzel (with two cars loaded 

with baby supplies and household goods.) and Pastor Dick and Stacia Pascal. I wish I could list the 

names of every person who had any part in all of this, but that would be almost impossible as so 

many people helped with all the parts of this project, including people who give to the Outreach 

ministries of the church through their envelopes. Because of this all-out effort, we provided joy this 

Christmas for 180 Care Center residents and 39 children and adults.   We also brightened the lives 

of all the care center staff people who got to see the smiles and thanks from the residents.  Thank 

you to everyone who did anything to make this very large and involved project possible.  May God 

bless and keep you all safe through the New Year so we can do it all again in 2020.                         

Karen Saker, project coordinator 



CARE CENTERS VALENTINE’S DAY PROJECT 

Our next Care Center project will be for Valentine’s Day for Concord and Addison.   We will be 
making window clings (from scratch) to brighten the resident’s rooms and also providing a cook-
ie treat.   

I am in the process of gathering the supplies to make the window clings and will have at least 
two work sessions for people to come together to make them.  You do not have to have any ar-
tistic talent to help.  We will be using printed “coloring pages”: that you lay under the cling film 
and then trace the outlines and color them in with permanent markers.  I will have all the sup-
plies needed to do this project, but if you own any permanent markers, feel free to bring them 
to a coloring session.  The youth will also be participating at their own session.  The pictures 
below are examples of what some of the coloring page designs will look like.  They will be the 
size of half a sheet of copy paper. 

Dates and time have yet to be decided.  At this time, I am just looking for responses from any-
one who is interested in coloring with us.  Women, men and children are all welcome.  If you 
would like to help, please let me know ASAP as I will try to set up sessions to suit the most 
people.  You can tell me in church or call or text me at 330-369-9066 or email me at 
ksaker@neo.rr.com.                                                     Thank you,  Karen Saker 

 

mailto:ksaker@neo.rr.com


CARE TEAM UPDATE:  Our Care Team continues to send to those who cannot be in church for 
various reasons.  We include a recent bulletin because we have an active church and everyone 
wants to participate .  The cards are signed “Friend of Brookfield United Methodist Church.  Sick-
ness, health issues and loss of loved ones as well as thinking of you cards with information about up
-coming activities help to keep our members informed.  Also four times a year we visit various 
members to share communion, a Bible reading and prayers. 

     Recently we visited with Sally Reigelman, Nancy King and Lois Burnette and they shared com-
munion with a Care Team member.  Everyone as a member of our church  is on a Care Team!  “Do 
unto others as you would have others do unto you”  Remember those listed in the bulletin  (next to 
the praying hands) in your prayers during your daily worship at home. God has blessed us richly, 
lets each of us pass His blessing to others. 

CARE TEAM LEADER Marge Parks 

Brookfield Youth Ministry Events for January 

 
 

January 5    The teens  and kids will have some fun and reflect on what God has done in their lives the  

                     past . 

January 8    Every one runs on Dunkin Jlet’s meet at dunkin donuts, have a coffee, or tea and a donut of    

                     course!!  Here we will talk and pray about our week  

January 13  Donations for Y-Night due,  THANK YOU FOR ALL OF YOUR HELP   

January 17  “Y- Nite” the evening will start off with a youth worship at Trinity Church UMC in Youngstown    

                      and the night will be spent at the Youngstown YMCA. 

January 23  We will have a service project night for the Concord Care Valentine’s day.  

January 26  DIY pizza making. Teams will make their own pizza and compete against each other in a  

                    friendly loving manner. The  Winners will be happy, and we will have a guest  Judge on  

                    the pizza tasting  

Sunday Mon Tu
e 

Wed Thursday Friday Satur-
day 

      1 2 3 4 

5 
YOUTH GROUP  
TEENS & KIDS 

 530-730 
Happy New Years 

6 7 8 
Dunkin 
RUN 
6pm 

9 10 11 

12 
YOUTH GROUP 

 530-730 

13 
Donations 
for y-night 

due 

14 15 16 17 
 YMCA –---- 

Y – Night 

18 
--- 
 

19 
YOUTH GROUP  
TEENS & KIDS 

530-730 

20 21 22 23 
Valentine’s 

Service project. 
Be at church at 530 

24 25 

26 
YOUTH GROUP 

  530-730 
 J Pizza companion 

27 28 29 30 31   



Dear church: 

As the New Year approaches, I would like to take the time to properly introduce myself. You may have seen me 

around the church or possibly volunteering in the area. Setting tables at the spaghetti dinners or helping at summer 

fest but now it is time to put a name to a face. My name is Andrea Kreutzer-Baptiste and I am happy to announce that 

I am officially the new youth director for Brookfield United Methodist Church! I have been in training these past few 

months. Getting to know the kids and learning the ropes with the help from TJ and all the leaders! They have been so 

willing to help in every way and it made the training process a breeze and fun! Now, there is still much to learn but with 

the great support I receive from all the team members I am confident there is nothing I can’t do! 

A little about me.  

Since a young girl I have always wanted to be a teacher. That drive stayed with me all through my school years. When 

I graduated high school, I attended Penn State Shenango were I completed all my general courses to follow my 

dreams of teaching. My final and most anticipated stop in my educational career was Slippery Rock University where I 

acquired my bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Development. I had finally completed my childhood wish and was 

on my way! Upon graduation I was a substitute teacher, a behavioral counselor and a team leader. A few years into 

the work force following my career dreams I was blessed with the greatest news of all, I was to be a mother! We had 

talked and decided to take my tools I learned in school and apply them to home. So it was agreed I would be a stay at 

home mom! Many years later I am still a stay at home mom, a proud mother of 3 beautiful children Jacob, Kaylee and 

Emily and I also received a promotion to “official taxi driver”! I wouldn’t have it any other way! 

A little past story about how this church picked us 

Chad and I had been looking for over 5 years for a home when our prayers were finally answered here in Brookfield! 

God brought us to Ohio! In early December our oldest son Jacob had asked about the nativity scene at the church out 

front. I had explained to him what I knew but he was still wanting to learn more. We had been anxious to find a church 

for our family but wasn’t sure where to start. Then I noticed “Santa’s Workshop” was scheduled at the same church 

that had the nativity scene up. What were the chances?! That night at dinner I asked if we all wanted to attend to get 

to know the community, the people and the church. The family all agreed “it’s a date”J! That night changed our lives. 

Seeing all the joy in one Church! The caring for one another and the great hospitality! It moved me to see all walks of 

life elbow to elbow. Smiles and families grinning cheek to cheek. Everyone joined together for the love of the season! I 

just knew this was the church I wanted to be a part of. These are the people I want to be. This is where I will find God! 

When I was asked if I would like to apply for the position I will admit I felt a bit overwhelmed to say the least. But, after 

long conversations with my family and many prayers an answer finally came. These kids need me and I have never 

felt so sure about this path God has chosen for my family and I! I love this church and I love this community! This posi-

tion is everything I have worked for and I could not be happier. I feel truly blessed to take on this new role. Although 

these are BIG shoes to fill I am honored to be given the chance to help these students grow and build their relation-

ship with God. I am also looking forward to learn and grow with these students. I am ready to listen, to help and to 

guide them to develop a close relationship with Jesus while following in the right 

path of faith! 

Well, that’s me in a nut shell! J 

If you have any questions, suggestions or simply would like to sit & enjoy a cup of 

Pastors famous Sunday coffee feel free to reach out to me at any time!!! 

Yours Truly,   

Andrea Kreutzer- Baptiste 

A Special THANK YOU to: 
 
Grandma Esther- for always being there for us all! You truly are a blessing 
Cindy Finzel- for always helping no matter what! And always dressed to  
                       the 9’s for the kids. 
Lynne – for your wisdom and support. 

Christy- for always being there with ideas and always willing to help me out.   
April- for always going the extra mile. 
Pastor Dick- for believing in me. 
TJ & Kaila Mohney- for being great friends, support lines and entrusting me with       
                                  your legacy! 



January 5th we will be celebrating our lay leadership—those who are “retiring”, our new leaders 

and all those who are serving. New lists reflecting changes for 2020 are available in the mail 

center in the narthex. Thank you to all who serve the church! 

IT’S BACK! 

January means BUMC spaghetti dinners will 
be starting again! 

January 19, 2020 

Takeout at 3:30 pm  

Sit-down 4:00 pm 

Please see the sign up sheets 

in the narthex to pick a time  to serve. 

 

 1st  Florence Mizer & Cyndi Davis 

 3rd  Bill Baum & Adam Daugherty 

 5th  Sylvia Addicott 

 6th  Florence Bonder, Jean Pollander, 

        Wayne Jarrett & Tucker Jarrett 

 7th  Megan Reiser & Kaylin Jones 

 8th  Kristen Obermiyer 

10th Eric martin 

11th Bonita Gibson & Cory Parke 

13th Dena McMullin & Ben Roberts 

15th Jim Martin, Michael Reiser & 

         Winter Davis 

16th Emily Simcox 

21th Pat Kaiser & Virginia Blair 

22nd Jim Parke 

25th David Medved & Tim Sydlowski 

28th Stacia Pascale 

27th 

Karen & Tim Mohney 

31st 

Pat & Adolf Kaiser 

!!!!!!!!!!! HAPPY NEW YEAR  !!!!!!!!!! 



   JANUARY             USHERS                                    GREETERS                            LITURGIST 
          5               Fred & Sandy Sydlowski                                                                                   
         12              Bob & Cindy Finzel                                                              Esther Medved                  
         19              Jim & Vickie Parke                                                              Dan Briceland 
        26              Mark & Mitch Sydlowski                                                     Melissa Sydlowski 

Youth Group “Y-Nite” is January 17th—18th. The evening will begin with a youth worship at 
Trinity UMC in Youngstown and the night will be spent at the Youngstown YMCA. Please 
contact our Youth Director Andrea Kreutzer for details. There is also a sign up sheet in the 
narthex for water, food items and “scholarships” to help with cost of admission.  

MOUNT OLIVE DONATIONS 
FOR JANUARY 17TH

Toothpaste/Toothbrushes/ Gloves / 
Bar Soap

CCLI # 2984087 7

      

JANUARY   2020 Brookfield United 

Methodist Church 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1 2 3 4 

   NEW YEARS DAY    

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Sun Schools 9:30 

Worship 10:45 Com. 

Youth group 5:30 

Finance meeting 

7:00  

 Choir practice 7:00    

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Sun Schools 9:30 

Worship 10:45 

Youth group 5:30 

  Choir practice 7:00  Youth Group  

Y-Overnighter 

7:30 pm 

Spaghetti Dinner 

4:00-7:00 pm 

19 
Sun Schools 9:30 
Worship 10:45 
Youth group 5:30 

20 21 22 
 

Choir practice 7:00 

23 24 25 

       26 27 28 29 30 31 FEBRUARY 1 
Sun Schools 9:30 

Worship 10:45 

Youth group 5:30 

Council meeting 

7:00  

 Choir practice 7:00    


