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Brookfield United Methodist Church 

Lamp Lighter 
November 2019 

 
From the pastor: 

 Needless to say, Anne and I were quite taken with the gifts presented last Sunday for 
“Pastor Appreciation Month”. As I mentioned when Diane presented the tree full of cards and 
dollar bill “ornaments”, it was a perfect  time to surprise us with your thanks and support. The 
last couple of years have been a struggle at times (and I know some of you could say the same) 
and it was good to hear your thanks and appreciation.  

 It took a couple of days off and on but I read every note on every card that was hung on 
the tree. And Anne and I both could feel the appreciation and love from everyone. Thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts. It’s like I have said from the pulpit many times: we never know 
how many hearts we touch when we are doing the work of the church. We cannot comprehend 
all the folks that  our witnessing, praying and reaching out in Christ’s name have touched, en-
couraged, or even saved. It happens much more than we know. So be encouraged in your faith 
walk that you are answering God’s call—often without realizing it. You don’t have to be a pastor, 
priest, nun or a bishop to do ministry and witness for Christ  - you just need to see him in others 
and love’em. 

 There are many people involved in the ministry of this church. You don’t always see them 
at work—sometimes things just happen that need to be done. I don’t want to identify those I am 
talking about—some you probably know. Everyday there are people slipping in and out of the 
church dropping off donations, painting, repairing, planning and preparing meals and fundraisers, 
praying, and encouraging. The preschool is humming with activity—parents and grandparents 
dropping off and picking up children. There is laughing, crying and learning about Jesus taking 
place. Our staff there is wonderful.  And our youth and children’s ministries are making a differ-
ence in the lives of the young people that come here. 

 And there are those who aren’t members that come to the church—not to work but to re-
ceive food, prayers, encouragement. There are those in our community struggling with hunger, 
raising children, struggling to make ends meet, being buffeted by the workings of the world we 
live in. It may seem like we can’t offer a lot but often when folks come to us we are a last resort 
for help. Some bags of food, a gas card, encouragement, prayer, and offering hope from a God 
who cares about them can mean everything to some folks that are struggling. Just as Anne and I 
were encouraged and grateful for your caring last week, many of those we encounter as a 
church feel the same when we serve them, pray for them and show them Christ’s love. 

You are a blessing! 

In his name, 

Pastor Dick 
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 1st  Gary McMullin  

        & Emily Maki      

 2nd Elaine Obermiyer 

 6th Lois Klouse 

 9th Monica Maki 

11th Andrea Kreutzer 

13th Shirley Yassall 

15th Pete Lewnes 

16th Mike martin 

19th Dennis Morain 

22nd Paul Vogel Jr 

25th Sherry Mattocks 

27th Dale (Skip) Blair 

3rd 

 Shirley Tony & Yassall 

6th 

Nancy & Phil Wray 

12th 

Bonnie &Steven Crisan 

17th 

 Casey & Steven Saddler 

24th  

Judy & Jim Burdette 

30th  

Melissa & Mark Sydlowski 

FROM THE OFFICE:  I want to thank 

everyone for their prayers, thoughts, 

cards and HUGS!  Now  I understand 

the term “church family”. 

CHRISTMAS  POINSETTIS  ORDER  FORM 

Cost is $10.00 For 6 ”  pot 

Choice of Red_______  White______ Pink_______ 

# of Poinsettias ordered__________ Total 

NAME ___________________________________________ 

PHONE _________________________________________ 

Please check only one per form: _______In memory _______ In honor of ________Other 

Their name______________________________________________ 

PLEASE ONE FORM FOR EACH PERSON, THANK YOU! 

Orders must be in the off ice by December 16, 2019 

 

- DECEMBER DATES - 

December 7 Santa’s Workshop   

4:00-7:00 PM 

December 8 Salad Supper  

                        5:00  PM  

December 24 Christmas Eve  

   5:00 PM early worship 

10:00 PM late worship 

November     USHERS                                                     GREETERS                                             LITURGIST 

   3           Tom Drummond & Dennis Toth                Florence Mizer &Youth                       Youth 

  10          Nelma & Mike Jones                                    Amy Rogers                                          Jim  Hoffman 

  17          Mark & Mitch Sydlowski                             Sandy Sydlowski                                  Melissa Sydlowski 

  24          Rhonda Zebroski                                           Jean Brashear                                       Marian Glass 
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING!!! 

   SERVICE PROJECT FOR NURSING FACILITIES 

                                 A Concord Care Christmas 
We are going to be providing individual gifts for each of the residents at Concord Care Cen-

ter.  We will work with staff there to see what each of the 50 residents can use and will have 

cards ready in late November for church people to take the cards, purchase the gifts and wrap 

them and return them to the church for delivery to the center.   

                                                                                                                             

 

 

  Addison & O’Brien Care Centers 
In addition to what we are doing for Concord Care, we will be making treat bags for all the 
residents at all three centers.   We will be asking for monetary donations to buy various snack 
items to put in the bags. We will have envelopes with what each case of treats is and what it 

costs and will be asking individuals to take an envelope and put that amount of money in it 
and return it no later than December 8th.  We will then purchase the cases of treats which 
will be packed into the bags. NOW -  here’s the FUN part.  In late November, we will be 
handing out plain white lunch bags to anyone in the congregation who would like to take 
them and decorate them, in any way you choose.  This could be drawing on the bag, rubber 

stamping, using cutouts from old Christmas cards or just get creative,  This way, every resi-
dent will get a special touch to their bag of treats. 

  

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
Everyone is invited to stay after church on Sunday, No-
vember 24 to help decorate the sanctuary, fellowship hall 
and the hallways for Christmas.  It takes many hands to 
get this done to make our church even more beautiful than 
usual for the Christmas Season. No particular skills are 
needed – just a desire to be a part of this “church family 
affair”. 
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                        CANDLELIGHT SUPPER  
Our annual Candlelight Supper, to celebrate the beginning of Advent and the Christmas 

Season, will be held on Sunday, December 8 with dinner at 5:00 followed by a Christmas 

program presented by our own Youth Ministry.  

Everyone is invited and welcome to bring family and friends to this very special event.  

Please bring a dish of food of your choice to share, your own table service and a candle dec-

oration to put on the table where you will be eating.  We will provide meat, sloppy joes and 

beverages. Volunteers are needed to help with the kitchen and clean up.   

                           Let Karen Saker know if you are willing to help. 

WAYS YOU CAN SERVE YOUR CHURCH, YOUR COMMUNITY AND YOUR LORD 

Between now and Christmas, there are many things happening in our church that require your help.  As 
I do much of the recruiting for these activities, it would be wonderful if you would take a look at the 
following list of opportunities and then let me know which ones you would like to help accomplish.  You 
can call or text me at 330-369-9066 or by email at ksaker@neo.rr.com or see me in church.  It would 
be wonderful if you would contact me rather than waiting for me to ask you!   

November 10, immediately after church – I need 3 or 4 people willing to open the Veteran’s Outreach 
money boxes and sort, count, record and roll the money to go to the bank. 

November 16 – our next Spaghetti Dinner. – we need approximately 50 servants to make it happen. 
Jobs include host/hostess, working in the kitchen as cook, server, dishwasher and helper, serving at 
the tables or pouring beverages, working take-out, salad bar and cakes.  We also need people to pre-
cook spaghetti on Friday and people to help set up and prepare bread, salads, etc. for take outs on Sat-
urday morning.  If you have never worked a dinner before, we will train you.  There is a sign-up sheet in 
the Narthex or you can let me know where you want to help. 

Mid November – decorate bags for Care Center Christmas. And about Thanksgiving – take names and 
wish lists for Concord Care residents individual gifts.  (see th3 article elsewhere in this Lamplighter) 

November 24 – Help Deck the Halls.  (see the article elsewhere in this Lamplighter} 

December 7 – Santa’s Workshop – I need 6 people to help with kid’s crafts starting at 5:00 PM until 
about 7:00 PM.  People are also needed to help with food, crowd control and other areas.  (You do not 
have to be “crafty” to help with crafts.  Mostly you will just be helping kids accomplish very simple 
tasks to make one of two ornaments.  You will be shown what to do.) 

December 8 – Candlelight Supper – I need 4-5 people to work in the kitchen.  We still need to finalize 
menu plans. The basic job is keeping food warm or cold that comes in early and then setting it out on 
the buffet tables, making coffee, tea and cold beverages, and cleaning up at the end of the meal.  
(People take their own dishes home to wash, but you would be washing serving utensils and miscellane-
ous other service items.) 

Just prior to Christmas – help pack treat bags for all three Care Centers.  Deliver bags to the centers 
and help deliver gifts to Concord Care. 

I look forward to hearing from MANY of you to let me know where you want to help.  You are welcome 
to help with everything on this list, or just pick and choose.   

 Please answer my prayers and volunteer!  We are all called to serve the body of Christ—this en-
tire letter is a call to serve for those who read it. Please make the church a priority this holiday sea-
son. Our service is a witness to the community of our faith — and we don’t have to save say a word!                                

mailto:ksaker@neo.rr.com
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                               SPAGHETTI DINNER 

The  next spaghetti dinner will be on Saturday, November 16.  Take-outs start at 3:30 PM and eat in is from 

4:00 to 7:00.  The price has not increased.  It is still $9.00 for adults, $4.50 for kids   6-12 and free for kids 5 

and under.   

Tickets are available at the door. 

The dinner consists of all you can eat spaghetti with meatballs, our fantastic salad bar, bread and butter, cake 

and beverages. 

Tell your friends and neighbors and come yourself. 

There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex where you can choose how you want to help. 

We need people to set-up and help with the pre-cooking on Friday night, cooking on Saturday, dishing up 

food in the kitchen and also for take-outs, dishwashers, dish scrapper, servers, people to help with the salad 

bar and cakes and people to bus the tables.  We also need people to bake cakes in 9 X 13 pans.  Lots of folks 

are needed to make this work.  But it is not just a fund-raiser but also a great fellowship opportunity for us as 

well as providing a great meal for others in the community.  Sign up in the narthex or call or text Karen Saker 

at 330-369-9066. 
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We are so blessed to welcome our new Youth Director , Andrea Kreutzer, to lead the Brookfield 

Youth Ministry! Andrea, her husband (and sidekick) Chad, and the children (Jacob, Kaley and 

Emily) have been attending BUMC for about a year and recently became members of the 

church. Kaila Mohney recently began a full time position in youth ministry at Howland UMC and 

she and TJ have been transitioning to activities there.  Charlie and Kaila  developed a vibrant and 

active youth and children’s ministry at BUMC and Andrea is actively “taking the reins”!  

There was a fun  Fall  Festival held at the church October 27th with over 50 children and youth 

attending as well as parents. Lots of games , activities, food and fun. The Youth will be traveling 

to Vienna UMC on November 3rd for a life-size game of “Clue” with the Vienna youth.  

We are also blessed with a great group of advi-

sors, volunteers and parents without whom the 

ministry would be difficult. Thank you to every-

one that helps! 



7 


